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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

The Spiritan Research and Animation Centre
As mentioned in a short notice in Spiritan
News N°. 73 (Aug.-Oct. 1988), the Spiritan Research and Animation Centre (SRAC) at the Generalate was enlarged on 1 5 September last year
to include the three main areas of Spiritan
Sources, Justice and Peace, and Mission Today,
headed respectively by Frs. Maurice Gobeil, William Headley and David Regan.
The Centre began in 1975, under the first Timmermans
administration, as the Spiritan Studies Group, with Fr. Joseph Lecuyer as chairman and Fr. Amadeu Martins as secretary . The group, which met once a year, included Frs.
Joseph Bouchaud, Paul Sigrist, Henry Koren, Myles Fay, Bernard A . Kelly and Joaquim Ramos Seixas, and they were
joined later by Frs. Fram;:ois Nicolas, Bernard Tenailleau, Michael O'Carroll and Donald Nesti. The group's role was
stated in the first issue of Spiritan Papers as "to awaken and
fost~r interest in our history and our spirituality" , and, between 1976 and 1982, 15 issues of Spiritan Papers were
published, with articles mainly on the Founders and on Sp!r!tan history. The members of the group also promoted Spintan animation through other publications as well as in conferences and retreats.
In 1982 the Centre took its present name (SRAC) with
the appointment of Fr. Alphonse Gilbert as director and Fr.
Myles Fay as secretary. There were two innovations . One
was that the director would spend part of his time on animation work ' in the field ·, when his services were requested
for retreats or courses in the Districts and Provinces. The
other was that, instead of concentrating only on the Founders and the history of the Congregation . (seven issues of
Spiritan Papers, Nos. 16-22, were devoted to this), attention
would also be given to Spiritan life as lived today; and five
issues of a new series, Spiritans Today, were published . In
1985, Fr. Fay returned to Africa and was succeeded for a
year as secretary by Fr. Anthony Geoghegan.
The Centre now moves on to a third phase. It will keep
its interest in Spiritan sources and history, as also in Spiritan
life as lived today, but it will broaden its outlook to the wider
issues of Mission, and in particular to the issue of Justice
and Peace, which has become an important element in the
post-conciliar Church's understanding of its role . It will be
looking towards the future, as well as at the past and present.
For this task, three confreres of considerable experience
have been named . Fr. Maurice Gobeil was Provincial of
Canada from 1981-87. Fr . William Headley was Provincial
of USA East from 1979-85, and has had experience in missionary planning and in work for refugees. Fr. David Regan
was professor of theology and assistant novice master in
Ireland before going to Brazil, where he did pastoral work for
20 years, working also at the national level for the Bishops··
Conference. He has done several special assignments in
Africa and has recently published a book, in English and Portuguese, entitled Church for Liberation : a pastoral portrait of
the Church in Brazil. Fr. Denis Wiehe will serve as the Centre's link with the General Council.

Spiritan Sources
Speaking of his position in the team, Fr. Gobeil says :
"When the General Council
named me to the Spiritan Research and Animation Centre, I
felt that I was inheriting a rather
intimidating empire, but, after a
few orientation meetings in
Rome, I was relieved to realize
that I was becoming a member
of a coalition government in a
new republic. And this discovery, which I share with you, is
not without its consequences .
My two fellow team members
have the task of putting before
you the challenges of Justice
and Peace and the new demands of Mission. I cannot
.
.
Fr. Maunce Gobeil
turn my back on them to move
towards the past. On the contrary, I find it extremely enriching to h<;>I~ on to their _problems of today while re-reading our Spmtan sources m the
light of these.
"But how, and in what conditions, can our Spiritan
sources in their turn throw light on today's problems? I can
already guess that re-reading c:iur_sources from the st~ndpoint of Justice and Peace or M1ss1on Today can lead us mto
a new adventure. I invite you to try it for yourselves, and
indeed it is in union with all of you that the enterprise should
be undertaken.
"Our Sources? They are the sum total of the wisdom
accumulated since 1703 within a living tradition, in the light
of which we must · respond creatively to the needs o~ evangelization of our time· (SRL 2). Our Founders? Certainly . ..
but also all those confreres who have lived the same charisms, who were nourished by the same springs and who in
turn contributed to them.
"I dream, then, of trying with your help to open up w~ys
of communication between these sources and your practical
work in the field, as you grapple with today's proble~s.
Perhaps we shall have at times to reconcile ourselve:' with
all these sources to benefit fully from the grace of their charisms .

Justice and Peace
Fr. Headley, for his part, reflects:
" I had just finished a year-long refugee project in Nairobi
and was • on my way· to Zimbabwe to continue this ministry, when the General Council asked me to take a dual Genera late staff position in Justice and Peace and Research and
Planning, starting in March 1987. Candidly, th!=) prosp~ct of
returning to administration was not very appealing . .Still, the
challenge to help strengthen the Justice and Peace dimension of Spiritan life seemed both serious and intriguing . The

recently approved Rule of Life
referred to Justice and Peace as
·constitutive· of our Spiritan
mission (SRL 14), and the 1986
General Chapter had stressed it
as an area of major concern.
" Initially, care was taken to
review the Justice and Peace
activities of the previous General Councils and Chapters. Particular attention was given to
the work of Fr. Bruno Trachtler,
General Councillor from 198086 . Frequent discussions were
held with the General Council;
Fr. William Headley
an informal survey was taken
among 30 Spiritans knowledgeable in Justice and Peace matters ; efforts of other missionary and religious institutes in Rome were examined. Three
key documents, widely shared in the Congregation, emerged
from this early work: a statement on a Spiritan spirituality
for Justice (Faith Orientation); a plan of action (Operational
Plan); and a General Council policy statement (1/D 43: · Committed to the Poor - Action for Justice and Peace).
"A simple but crucial insight of this initial reflection period
was that we should develop an integrated spirituality that
includes justice. We must work not just for God and our
individual fellow men and women, but for a society that is
just in its structures, a society in which resources are distributed on every level.
" Among practical initiatives, I have had the opportunity
to visit and speak on Justice and Peace issues in Ireland,
France, Belgium and Kenya . Support has been given to
Spiritans ministering in Haiti, Paraguay and Brazil. Relations
have been established with some major development agencies, such as CAFOD (England), IDRC (Canada/Kenya), EECOD (Brussels), RSC (England) and Caritas lnternationalis
(Rome) . A modest effort has been made to build a network
among Spiritans engaged in refugee work. The first Spiritan
European Justice and Peace Coordinators meeting was held
in Belgium last year, and I have accepted to serve as president of the Africa Faith and Justice Network for Europe
(AFJN/E), which was launched on 16 June 1988, with 21
religious institutes participating.·

Mission Today
On his role in the team, Fr. Regan reflects :
"I have long been fascinated by the fact of change in the
world and in the Church. The attempt to deny change is
dishonest and self-defeating . To change without criteria is
irresponsible. To process change theologically is a new
pastoral art .
"Christ's first disciples were fisherfolk . It was a creative
time, and the metaphor of fisher is better suited to beginnings or to a shifting scene than the pastoral metaphor. I
like the challenging image of the sea and of fishing - perhap~, too, of Christ the ·fish· who has to be sought out

again today in the deeps. Our times need, not only pastors
to lead the familiar flock over well worn paths, but also fishers who can navigate without comforting landmarks .
"In the common work of discernment, the Spiritan Centre
will have three of us in the one boat, in pooled experience.
The wisdom of our forebears and their intuitions will help
guide us as we pay attention to ·winds of change and new
currents which have influenced recent Spiritan vision statements.
"We would not be true to the obvious intentions of our
Founders, nor to the lives of our Spiritan predecessors, if we
did not reflect seriously on the meaning of Mission in the circumstances of a.post-colonial, culturally pluralist and ecumenically minded age. So many elements of Church performance and pastoral structure
which were taken for granted a
generation ago and sometimes
imagined to have perennial value are now seen to have been
determined by the history and
culture of the epoch. It is too
easy to continue doing- • what
we always did· in the hope that
it may last our time without its
irrelevance becoming over evident. To do something different requires reflection and discernment .
From Generalate
coordination to new Foundations, we all have to strive for a
reasonably clear vision of what
we should be trying to accomplish as missionaries today. •
Fr. David Regan

Publications
Speaking for the team on the question of publications, Fr.
Gobeil says :
• Apart from our role with the General Council, we have a
role to play in the animation of the Congregation, and we
realize that our publications should respond to your needs.
We intend to offer a single new publication which will present an integrated vision of the three areas addressed by our
Centre.
"In the month of May, a delegate from your region will be
representing you at the Enlarged General Council in Arusha,
and we would like him to arrive with suggestions from you
concerning the themes we should take up and the matters
that would interest you .
"We would gladly receive articles from you on one or
other of our three areas, or integrating all three of them .
Simple, concrete articles of not more than 2,000 words are
more likely to be of general interest.
"We will continue to print a bibliography of books by
Spiritans that come to our notice, with short reviews, if possible, of books on our special areas of interest. We would
be grateful, therefore, if confreres would send a copy of their
publications to the Centre."

News Items
Acta of the Holy See
On 7 Dec ., His Holiness the f:'.ope accepted the resignation of the Most Rev. Heinrich RUTH , C.S.Sp., as Bishop of
Cruzeiro do Sul (Alto Jurua, Brazil) . He is succeeded by his
Coadjutor, the Most Rev. Ludwig HERBST, C.S.Sp. Bishop
Roth, 75, was consecrated in 1966 as Coadjutor to Bishop
Hascher, and the following year succeeded him as Prelate
• Nullius · of Jurua, which became the Diocese of Cruzeiro do
Sul in 1987. Bishop Herbst, 63, has been his Coadjutor
since 1979. Both of them are from the Province of Germany.
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Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
•. on 4 Nov., appointed Fr. Eamon McATEER as District
Superior of Makurdi for a three-year term beginning on 3
January;
• on 10 Jan., confirmed the election of Fr. Johannes de
LANGE as District Superior of Amazonia for a second threeyear term, beginning on 14 Janu~ry;
• on 13 Jan., confirmed the election of Fr. Heinrich KUCK-

ERTZ as District Superior of Southern Africa for a second
three-year term, beginning on 9 March.

The Generalate
On 19 January, the Generalate welcomed Fr. Kenneth
Martin, of the English Province, who had come to take
charge of the Documentation Centre and Library. Fr. Martin,
65, served for four years in the British Navy in World War II.
After his ordination in 1960, he worked in Makurdi from
1961-71 and in Cameroon from 1975-88. While welcoming Fr. Martin, the Generalate says farewell to Fr. Willy Vervoort, who returned to Belgium on 4 February, after five and
a half years here as general accountant and computer expert; and to Fr . .Gerard Fournier, who left on 10 February
for an appointment in Canada, after three years as community bursar. Fr . Vervoort had previously worked in Kongolo,
and Fr . Fournier inKwara-Benue. To both of them the Generalate expresses its thanks and good wishes for their future
work . Fr. Manuel dos Santos Neves, the General Procurator
to the Holy See, will act as interim community bursar. Fr.
Benjamin lkegwuonu, from Nigeria, has taken over as accountant from Fr. Vervoort.

Africa Faith and Justice Network
The USA/E Province was one of the initiators and charter
members of the Africa Faith and Justice Network/USA when
it began in March 1983, and the USA/E Provincial, Fr. Norman Bevan, serves on its board of directors. It is not surprising, therefore, that Fr. William Headley, who was USA/E
Provincial in 1983 and is now in charge of the Justice and
Peace desk at the Generalate, should be among the initiators
of the Africa Faith and Justice Network/Europe (AFJN/E).
The new group was officially started on 16 June 1988, with
Fr. Headley as president, and by the autumn 21 missionary
institutes had joined it. Though there is no formal link
between the two networks, their aims are the same :
through information, advocacy and action to try to influence
decisions taken in the USA and Europe, respectively, that
affect justice in Africa . To be better able to achieve this, the
secretariat of the AFJN/E is located in Brussels, in the office
of the European Ecumenical Organization for Development
(EECOD).
AFJN/E was a major topic discussed at the first meeting
of Spiritan European Coordinators for Justice and Peace,
held at Gentinnes, Belgium, from 8-11 November last year,
with representatives from all the Provinces except Poland .
Frs. Marzinkowski and Headley represented the Generalate . On one of the days, the meeting was addressed by Mr.
Marc Luyckx, general secretary of EECOD, and by Fr. Frans
Tholen , SMA, executive secretary of AFJN/E. Six weeks
later, the coordinators learnt sadly of the sudden death of
the Irish representative, Fr. Dominic Coffey, on Christmas
day, at the age of 51.
From Belgium, Fr. Headley went on to Ireland, where he
took part in a conference on ' Refugees in Crisis·, organized
by Fr. Kevin Doheny, CSSp, in Dublin from 17-20 November.
Among the many internationally known speakers were President Patrick Hillery of Ireland, Cardinal Thomas O'Fiaich, Fr.
Frans Timmermans, CSSp, now IMBISA refugee coordinator
for Southern Africa, and Fr. Aengus Finucane, CSSp, of Concern . About 130 people attended the conference. Fr. Doheny has worked for many years with refugees, and tribute
was also paid-to his brother, Fr. Michael Doheny, CSSp, who
did refugee work for about 20 years until suffering a stroke
in 1987 .

Some meetings
Apart from the meeting of European Justice and Peace
coordinators referred to above, some other recent meetings
may be worth mentioning:
From 7-14 November, the principal superiors of
French-speaking Africa (including the CAF) held their annual meeting, this ti!lle in B~nguL _ They were joined by Fr.

Back Row: Frs. Rene You (Algeria), Christian Berton (GAF),
Guy Pannier (GAF), Jacques Blier (Congo).
Middle Row: Frs. Ferdinand Azegue (Sup., GAF), Patrick Hollande (Senegal) Harrie Van Loon (East Cameroon).
Front Row: Frs. Pierre Schouver (Bangui), Jean Savoie
(France), Dominique Bonnet (Gabon), Daniel Henry
(Yaounde), Denis Wiehe (General Council).
Denis Wiehe of the General Council and Fr. Jean Savoie, Provincial of France. Three delegates (Frs . Ferdinand Azegue,
Patrick Hollande and Pierre Schouver) were elected for the
Enlarged General Council meeting in May, and some of its
themes were discussed.
From 11-15 November, the European formators met in
Gernert, Holland. It was the fifth such meeting, and 21 confreres took part, including Fr. Franc;;ois Nicolas of the General
Council. The theme of this year's meeting was spiritual
direction. (At the moment, there are 144 young Spiritans in
formation in Europe, Poland leading with 39, followed by Ireland with 35, France 29 and Portugal 20.) Last year's meeting of young Spiritans in Gentinnes was assessed, as also
the month in preparation for final consecration to the apostolate . In August this year, Spiritans will take part in the pilgrimage of young Europeans to St. James of Compostella in
Spain, where the Pope is due to address the pilgrims.
From 21-25 November, the European Provincials held
their annual meeting, this t ime at Rue Lhomond, Paris. All
ten Provincials took part, with Fr. Nicolas representing the
General Council. They decided to establish themselves as a
" collegial organism with powers of decision, subject to approval by the· provincial councils". Three Provincials (Frs.
Jean Savoie, Vincent O'Toole and Jose de Castro Oliveira)
were named to the board of its secretariat, which will be at
Rue Lhomond. Seven of the Provincials were elected as delegates to the Enlarged General Council: those of France, Ireland, Holland, Portugal, Germany, Switzerland and England.
Preparations were made for a Spiritan renewal month at
Chevilly.
From 2-4 January, a preliminary meeting was held at the
Generalate to prepare a meeting in Dakar, from 17-22 July
next, on · Spiritan missions and Islam' . Taking part were
Frs . Franc;;ois Nicolas, David Regan, Rene You (Algeria), Robert Ellison (Gambia) and Daniel Sormani. About 20 Spiritans
working in Islamic milieus are expected to take part in the
July meeting.
From 5-7 January, a preliminary meeting was held at the
Generalate to prepare a meeting of Spiritan novice masters, scheduled for Dublin from 2-8 July. Taking part were
Frs. Franc;;ois Nicolas, Christian de Mare (France), Michael
Kane (Ireland) and Damas Mfoi (East African Province) . The
program for the July meeting takes account of replies to a
questionnaire sent out to all Spiritan novitiates last year.

Nigeria: Inauguration of 51ST
An important event for the future of the Congregation in
West Africa took place on 10 December, with the official
inauguration of the Spiritan International School of Theology
(SIST) at Attakwu, Enugu, Nigeria. More than 2,000 people
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gathered for the open-air Mass in the morning, presided over
by Bishop Michael Eneja of Enugu, assisted by Bishop Donal
Murray of Makurdi and the Superior General, Fr. Pierre Haas.
More than 100 priests concelebrated, including three General Councillors, Frs. Michael Doyle, James Okoye and Denis
Wiehe, who were on visitation in Nigeria with Fr. General.
The four main blocks of the compound were blessed at the
beginning of the Mass, and two scholastics made their final
consecration to the apostolate after the homily, which was
given by Fr. General. As a symbolic gesture to emphasize
the internationality of the project, the offertory procession
was based on a traditional Ghanaian dance.
After the Mass and the sharing of the Cola nut (a traditional
lgbo sign of welcome), the ribbon was cut to declare SIST
open, and there was a guided tour of the facilities. This was
followed by speeches by Fr. Eugene Uzukwu, rector of SIST,
the representative of the Attakwu Town U_nion, Fr. General
and Bishop Eneja. To complete the celebrations, an excellent
meal was served up by women from the local community, the
Spiritan students put on an impressive display of traditional
dancing, and there was a football match between SIST and the
philosophy students from lsienu. A tennis tournament had
been held the previous day, and the staff of SIST showed that
they did not spend all their time at their books by roundly
defeating a team from the Generalate.
In his address, Fr. Uzukwu outlined the purpose of SIST
and the history of its foundation. The idea of establishing a
theological school for Spiritans in West Africa was first discussed in September 1983 at a meeting in Rome of major
superiors from the Province of Nigeria and the Districts of
Makurdi, Kwara Benue, Senegal, the Gambia, Ghana and
Sierra Leone. An 11-acre plot of land was donated by the
people of Attakwu, two more adjoining acres were purchased by the then Provincial, Fr. James Okoye, and work
began in 1984 under Brs. Klaas Hettinga and Jan van Schaijk
of the Dutch Province, assisted by Br. Joseph Mbah. The
administrative manager was Fr. Nonso Odiaka. Work was
well enough advanced for the first-year students to move in
and begin classes in September 1987. At present there are
41 Spiritan students in residence, of whom 9 (in third and
fourth year) are finishing their studies at the Bigard seminary.
The 32 others are doing their first- and second-year program
at SIST, along with 10 Claretian students who live in their
own community not far away. The program leads to a master's degree in divinity, and the staff at present counts 6 fulltime and 15 part-time members.

Centenary of the Church in Mali
In 1888, six Spiritan priests and a Brother entered Mali by
way of the Senegal River and established a mission at Kita
on 20 November. From 14-20 November 1988, the Church
in Mali celebrated the centenary of its foundation with a
week of ceremonies at which His Holiness the .Pope was
represented by Cardinal Tomko of Propaganda Fide, and the
Spiritan Superior General was represented by Fr. Patrick Hollande, District Superior of Senegal.
Thirty-five bishops and 250 priests took part in the final
ceremony in the Bamako stadium, which included the consecration of two new bishops: Bishop Diarra of San and Auxiliary Bishop Zerbo of Bamako. Five new priests had been
ordained the day before. A new first-cycle seminary at
Samaya was blessed and opened during the week by Cardinal Tomko. There was an exhibition -on the history of the
hundred years of the Church in Mali, and several cultural and
religious events were held in the evenings, the main one, at
the · Pala is de la Culture', being attended by the Head of
State. The Muslim authorities gave their full cooperation to
the celebrations.
Though there are now six dioceses, the Church in Mali
remains a tiny minority in a largely Muslim country, with only
about 70,000 Catholics in a population of nearly 8 million.
The country was part of the Prefecture Apostolic of the
Sahara and Sudan, entrusted to the White Fathers in 1868,
and, before the arrival of the Spiritans, the White Fathers
had made two attempts to enter Mali from the north, but on

both occasions the missionaries were murdered before arriving at their destination. After the fall of Timbuktu to the
French in 1895, the White Fathers were able to begin their
work of evangelization, and in 1901 the Spiritans handed
over to them their three missions of Kita, Kayes and Dinguira.

Trans-Canada
After founding Regina Pacis High School (Downsview,
Toronto) in 1980 and serving as its Principal for eight years,
Fr. Gerald Fitzgerald has founded a new high school, Marian
Academy, at Martingrove and Finch, Toronto. It opened
with about 130 pupils in September 1988, in buildings that
were put up in 1966 for use as a vocational school and
which are now being developed for the new school. There
are ten acres of grounds, with good playing fields. Fr. Fitzgerald has always shown particular interest in disadvantaged
students, and both these schools are in areas of Toronto
with large immigrant populations. Regina Pacis now has
1,200 students on roll, of both sexes and of varied ethnic
and racial backgrounds.
The Trans-Canadian Spiritans have made a considerable
contribution to Catholic education in Toronto, especially
through Neil McNeil High School, which they founded in
1958. Its Principals have been Frs. Michael Troy, Michael
Doyle, John Geary, Gerald Fitzgerald and Peter Fleming. Fr.
Geary also founded the Francis Libermann High School and
is now Superintendent of Catholic Schools·in Toronto. Francis Libermann and Regina Pacis Schools have now been
handed over to lay control.

Jubilarians
60 Years of Priesthood:
12 May : Fr. Louis GUILLEMIN (France).
.
16 June : Archbishop Thomas BROSNAHAN (Ireland).
50 Years of Priesthood:
15 June: Frs. William F. HOGAN and John R. MUKA
(USA/E).
25 June : Frs. Michael CLIFFORD, Timothy CROWLEY, John
MORRISEY, John C. RY AN and John J. P. RY AN
(Ireland) and James KAVANAGH (US/Long Island).
30 Years a Bishop:
17 May : Bishop Anthony NWEDO (Nigeria).
25 Years a Bishop:
11 June : Bishop Antonius MAANICUS (Bangui).

Our Dead
1
4
8
8
10
15
15
19
25
25
29

Dec. :
Dec. :
Dec. :
Dec. :
Dec.:
Dec. :
Dec. :
Dec. :
Dec. :
Dec. :
Dec. :

3
7
9
10
19
19
27
28
29

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

Br. Fran9ois MOUSSY (France), 70
Fr. Joseph A. BEHR (USA/W), 68.
Br. Martin GLEESON (Ireland), 65.
Br. Jan VERVER (Holland), 76.
Fr. Mathias ROIJEN (Holland), 74.
Fr. Louis KENNY (England), 70.
Fr. Alphonse THOMAS (France), 67.
Fr. Theodorus KOHL (Holland), 73.
Fr. Alain STRULLU (Guadeloupe), 88.
Fr. Dominic COFFEY (Ireland), 51.
Fr. James GOSSON (Trans-Canada), 75.
(80 deaths in 1988)
Fr. Jean-Marie DURAND (Senegal), 62.
Fr. Desire SALAMIN (Switzerland), 69.
Fr. Andre BESNIER (France), 83.
Fr. Felix PERRIOT (France), 79.
Fr. Patrick SHEILS (England), 78.
Fr. Frederick C. LACHOWSKI (USA/E), 75.
Fr. Robert HURE (Martinique), 74.
Fr. Joseph HACKETT (USA/E), 83.
Fr. Paul HUGUIN (Bangui), 65.
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